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INTRODUCTION 


The modest collection of plates which constitutes this volume in no way purports 
to trace pictorially the development of “ le style moderne ”’ in France. Still less 
does it claim to form a representative collection of the best and most characteristic 
examples of that new movement in architecture which is so obviously in being but 
yet is so difficult to define. It is, quite frankly, a volume of photographic impres- 
sions of modern French work, an architectural traveller’s record of buildings and 
details which on first and last examination appeared as having something to say, and 
as Saying it in terms of modern architectural language. 

The work of the French modern school has of late been in the public eye to an 
extent which can scarcely be explained entirely on grounds of its journalistic interest. 
It is obvious, whatever may be the judgment of posterity, that any architectural 
experiment which interests the general public of to-day is experiment worth record- 
ing. And as the authors—we should say, perhaps more suitably, the compilers of 
this book—we offer no apologies for including between its covers work which will 
be universally admitted as sanely evolutionary in character side by side with work 
which is frankly revolutionary. 

The forms of architecture, through their essential character of permanence, have 

always been somewhat slow to reflect the intellectual and emotional tendencies of 
any epoch. And yet to-day, largely perhaps because we realise that our buildings 
of the present may no longer be suitable for the needs of to-morrow, we find a 
tendency for passing fashions in design to be reflected readily enough in buildings. 
But it is only in buildings of certain categories, those which make no claim to a 
character of permanence or grave significance. It is not in great public buildings, 
which must support the judgment of successive generations, which stand as an 
expression of a social idea rather than as that of a modern suitability to purpose, 
that we find exemplified the latest developments in modern proportions—dictated 
perhaps by the latest experiments in structural methods—and the detail reflecting 
what we may call the trend of the moment, that mysterious urge towards design 
of a certain type which affects alike the painter, the sculptor, the dressmaker, and 
the architect. 

On the contrary, it is in the smaller, and to this extent the less important, examples 
of building and craftsmanship that can be detected those signs of change and of 
experiments—some of which latter may bear no fruit—but which in their aggregate 
may eventually contribute to form an architecture worthy some day to be designated 
as ‘the modern style.’’ It is in the shops, the homes, the hotels, the cafés, the 
buildings sheltering activities which lie at the door of everyday existence, that we 
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find the reflection of a desire for new expression. These buildings make no claim 
as regards posterity ; they are buildings of to-day, for modern people. They reflect 
what modern people think, and do, and want. 

Hence in this volume the paucity of large important work in the modern manner. 
Little of it exists as yet, except on the drawing-board ; and what we show to-day, 
work by no means picked at random, but chosen because of its intrinsic interest, 
may serve as the hors d’euvre to some future architectural dish; one of a finer 
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